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and its tributaries, together with ‘the great docility, harm-
less character and friendly disposition of the section of the
Ojibways occupying this distriet, who comprise the north-
ern division of the tribe, were without doubt, the leading
causes which induced the French here to build their first
“fort” in preference to any other spot on Lake Superior.

From this point, also, a vast region of unexplored coun-
try became open to their indefatigable enterprise, in a
northern direction. It is by this route that they first be-
came acquainted with the remote northern tribes, of the
Ke-nis-te-no and Assineboins, with whom they soon opened
a communication.

Long before this, the Ojibways of the northern division
had already reached in their northward progress, the coun-
try of the Kenis-teno and Assineboins, the former of
whom belonged to the same stock as themselves, and
though the latter were of Dakota extraction, yet finding
the two tribes in close alliance and carrying on a war
against the Dakotas, they entered their w 10'wams in peace,
and joined in alliance with them.

I recollect of having read in some book that the Assine-
boins had been forced into an alliance by the Ke-nis-te-no
who first received fire-arms from the British by the route
of Hudson’s Bay. This led me to make close inquiries on
this subject, and I find that Indian tradition says differ-
ently. Esh-ke-bug-e-coshe, the present aged and respected
chief of the Pillager Ojibways, lived many years in his
youth among these tribes ; and he gives the following ac-
count of the manner in which this singular alliance be-
tween an Algie with a Dakota tribe, first happened.

« Many winters before they became aware of the presence
of the white man on this great island, the Yankton divi-
sion of the great Dakota tribe, resided on the borders of
the great western prairies near the Red River of the North.
They numbered many hundred lodges, and their warriors



